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 This research investigates the influence of sustainable agricultural 

practices on ecosystem balance and land productivity in Indonesia 

through a mixed-methods approach. A sample of 500 farmers across 

diverse regions participated in surveys and field measurements, 

contributing to a comprehensive analysis. The study reveals varying 

adoption rates of sustainable practices, with organic farming and 

agroforestry emerging as prominent choices. Statistical analysis using 

Structural Equation Modeling with Partial Least Squares (SEM-PLS) 

demonstrates significant positive relationships between sustainable 

practices and ecosystem indicators, including biodiversity, soil health, 

and crop yields. Regional variations highlight the context-specific 

nature of these practices. The findings carry implications for policy 

formulation, extension services, and the promotion of sustainable 

agriculture in Indonesia. 

Keywords: 

Sustainable Agriculture  

Ecosystem Balance  

Land Productivity  

Indonesia 

This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA license. 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Name: Muhammad Hazmi 

Institution: Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember 

Email: mhazmi.hazmi@gmail.com   

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

The global agricultural landscape is 

indeed transforming sustainable practices 

that balance food production with 

environmental conservation. This shift is 

driven by the need to address the challenges 

of environmental degradation, loss of 

biodiversity, and declining land productivity 

caused by unsustainable farming methods. 

Sustainable agriculture offers promising 

solutions to mitigate these problems. It 

involves the adoption of advanced 

technologies such as precision farming and 

genetically modified crops for higher yield 

and disease resistance [1]. Additionally, 

agroecological practices like crop rotation, 

organic farming, and agroforestry contribute 

to enhancing soil fertility, reducing synthetic 

pesticide use, and promoting biodiversity. 

The successful implementation of sustainable 

agricultural practices requires supportive 

policies, knowledge dissemination, and 

stakeholder engagement across the 

agricultural sector [2]. Therefore, Indonesia, 

with its rich biodiversity, faces the challenge 

of securing food resources while maintaining 
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its unique ecosystem, making the adoption of 

sustainable agricultural practices crucial [3]. 

Indonesia, with its diverse 

ecosystems, is facing the impact of 

conventional farming methods, which have 

led to environmental concerns such as soil 

erosion, water pollution, and biodiversity 

decline. To address these issues, there has 

been a push for the promotion and adoption 

of sustainable farming practices. The 

determinants of sustainable farming practices 

in Indonesia include factors such as farmers' 

education levels and their involvement in 

farmers' groups [4]. Additionally, there is a 

need for legal protection of farmland and 

farmers to ensure their resilience, 

independence, and food sovereignty [5]. 

Traditional practices like swidden agriculture 

have been misunderstood and undervalued in 

international and national law and policy, 

highlighting the importance of nuanced 

understandings and multi-stakeholder 

approaches [6]. Indonesia is also increasing its 

commitments to balance development with 

environmental and social sustainability, 

aiming to effectively govern responses to 

environmental issues [7]. 

Sustainable agricultural practices 

cover a wide range of approaches, including 

organic farming, animal husbandry, 

integrated pest management, and crop 

rotation. These methods prioritize 

environmental health, minimize ecological 

impacts, and aim for long-term sustainability. 

Indonesia has recognized the importance of 

balancing food security with ecological 

sustainability and has initiated efforts to 

promote and implement sustainable 

agricultural practices in various regions. 

These initiatives include addressing the 

determinants of farmer adoption of 

sustainable agricultural practices, such as 

education and participation in farmer groups 

[4]. The adoption of sustainable agriculture 

involves the application of advanced 

technologies, such as precision agriculture 

and genetically modified crops, as well as 

agroecological practices such as crop rotation 

and organic farming [1]. Organic farming, in 

particular, has emerged as a promising 

alternative to conventional agriculture, 

promoting sustainable resource utilization 

and environmental preservation [8]. Policy 

support, education, and awareness 

campaigns are crucial in promoting 

sustainable agricultural practices and 

increasing their adoption [9]. Overall, 

sustainable agriculture is essential to ensure 

food security and environmental preservation 

in the future [10]. 

This research problem focuses on 

understanding the multifaceted impacts of 

sustainable agricultural practices on the 

environment and agricultural productivity in 

the Indonesian context. This research aims to 

investigate several key questions, namely 

which sustainable agricultural practices are 

being used across Indonesia and the extent of 

their adoption, the impacts of sustainable 

practices on the delicate balance of 

ecosystems in different regions of Indonesia, 

the quantitative relationship between 

sustainable agricultural practices and land 

productivity, and whether there are regional 

variations in the adoption and impacts of 

sustainable agricultural practices. The 

answers to these questions are not only 

important to understand the current state of 

agriculture in Indonesia, but also to guide the 

formulation of future policies and practices, 

towards a more sustainable and resilient 

agricultural sector.  

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1 Sustainable Agricultural 

Practices 

Sustainable agricultural practices, 

such as organic farming and agroforestry, are 

gaining traction in Indonesia as methods to 

minimize environmental impact and ensure 

long-term agricultural viability. These 

practices aim to reduce the use of synthetic 

chemicals and combine tree cultivation with 

traditional crops. Other techniques, such as 

crop rotation and integrated pest 

management, also contribute to sustainable 

agriculture by enhancing soil health and 

promoting natural pest control. Numerous 

studies globally have examined the adoption 

and effectiveness of these practices, 
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highlighting positive outcomes such as 

reduced soil erosion and enhanced 

biodiversity. However, challenges such as 

initial implementation costs and resistance to 

change among farmers have also been 

documented [1], [4], [9]. Understanding the 

nuances of these practices and their 

adaptability to the Indonesian agricultural 

landscape is crucial for promoting sustainable 

farming. 

2.2 Ecosystem Balance and 

Biodiversity 

Conventional agricultural practices in 

Indonesia, characterized by deforestation, 

extensive pesticide use, and monoculture, 

have disrupted the delicate balance of 

ecosystems, leading to habitat loss and the 

decline of indigenous flora and fauna [11]. 

Studies worldwide have shown a clear 

correlation between unsustainable agriculture 

and biodiversity loss [12], [13]. To preserve 

and restore ecosystem balance, it is crucial to 

adopt sustainable agricultural practices in 

Indonesia. This includes promoting natural 

farming techniques that eliminate the use of 

chemical inputs and enhance soil structure 

and microbial activity [14]. By implementing 

sustainable agriculture, Indonesia can 

conserve its unique biodiversity and ensure 

the long-term health and stability of its 

ecosystems. The literature reveals that 

practices such as agroforestry and organic 

farming can contribute to habitat restoration, 

reduce the use of harmful agrochemicals, and 

create more resilient ecosystems. 

2.3 Land Productivity in Agriculture 

Land productivity, a critical 

component of agricultural sustainability, is 

influenced by factors such as soil health, 

nutrient management, and farming methods. 

Synthetic fertilizers used in conventional 

agriculture can lead to soil degradation and 

water pollution. Sustainable practices, such as 

organic farming and integrated nutrient 

management, aim to enhance soil fertility, 

minimize environmental impact, and 

promote sustainable land use. Research 

indicates that the adoption of sustainable 

agricultural practices positively correlates 

with increased land productivity. For 

instance, crop rotation has been shown to 

reduce soil-borne diseases and improve 

nutrient availability, ultimately leading to 

higher yields [15], [16]. Understanding the 

mechanisms through which sustainable 

practices contribute to land productivity is 

paramount for designing effective 

agricultural strategies in Indonesia. 

2.4 Regional Variations in 

Sustainable Agriculture 

The adoption and impact of 

sustainable agricultural practices vary across 

regions due to a myriad of factors, including 

climate, soil types, socio-economic conditions, 

and government policies. In Indonesia, 

regional variations in sustainable agriculture 

adoption are influenced by local contexts, 

such as diverse agroecological zones and 

socio-economic conditions [17]. Factors such 

as farmers' education level, involvement in 

farmers' groups, and access to resources play 

a significant role in determining the adoption 

of sustainable farming practices [4], [18]. 

Additionally, the success of sustainable 

agriculture interventions in specific contexts 

relies on addressing regional disparities in 

awareness, access to resources, and socio-

economic conditions [19]. Understanding 

these regional differences is crucial for 

tailoring sustainable agriculture interventions 

to specific contexts to promote the successful 

adoption of sustainable practices [20]. A 

nuanced exploration of these regional 

variations will enable targeted interventions, 

ensuring the effectiveness of sustainable 

agricultural practices across Indonesia. 

 

3. METHODS  

This study employs a mixed-methods 

approach, combining quantitative and 

qualitative methods, to comprehensively 

investigate the influence of sustainable 

agricultural practices on ecosystem balance 

and land productivity in Indonesia. The 

research design encompasses a survey-based 

quantitative data collection method, 

complemented by field measurements and a 

rigorous statistical analysis using Structural 

Equation Modeling (SEM) with Partial Least 

Squares (PLS). The sampling strategy 
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involves a stratified random sampling 

technique to ensure representation across 

diverse agroecological regions in Indonesia. 

The strata are defined based on geographical 

location, considering factors such as climate, 

soil type, and existing agricultural practices. 

A sample size of 100 farmers will be selected 

from each stratum, resulting in a total sample 

size of 500 farmers. 

3.1 Data Collection 

Quantitative data will be collected 

through structured surveys administered to 

the selected farmers. The survey 

questionnaire will encompass sections on 

demographic information, current 

agricultural practices, adoption of sustainable 

practices, perceived impacts on ecosystem 

balance, and reported changes in land 

productivity. The surveys will be conducted 

through face-to-face interviews to ensure 

clarity and completeness of responses. In 

addition to survey data, field measurements 

will be carried out to assess soil health, 

biodiversity, and crop yields. Soil samples 

will be collected for analysis of key indicators 

such as nutrient levels, pH, and organic 

matter content. Biodiversity will be assessed 

through methods such as transect surveys and 

species richness measurements. Crop yields 

will be measured based on the weight and 

quality of harvested produce. 

3.2 Data Analysis 

The quantitative data collected for 

this study will undergo thorough analysis 

utilizing Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) 

with Partial Least Squares (PLS). SEM-PLS is 

chosen due to its appropriateness for 

modeling intricate relationships among 

variables and its efficacy in handling small 

sample sizes. The analytical process 

encompasses various steps: firstly, cleaning 

and organizing the survey data to ensure 

accuracy and completeness; secondly, 

standardizing and transforming variables to 

align with SEM-PLS requirements. 

Subsequently, a measurement model will be 

constructed to evaluate the reliability and 

validity of the survey instrument. The 

analysis will delve into exploring 

relationships between observed and latent 

variables associated with sustainable 

agricultural practices, ecosystem balance, and 

land productivity. A structural model will be 

developed to scrutinize both direct and 

indirect relationships among these variables. 

Hypothesized relationships will be rigorously 

tested, employing bootstrapping techniques 

to assess parameter robustness and 

significance. Through iterative resampling of 

data, multiple samples will be generated, 

facilitating the calculation of confidence 

intervals and statistical significance. The 

overall fit of the SEM-PLS model will be 

evaluated using fit indices like the goodness-

of-fit index (GoF) and the standardized root 

mean square residual (SRMR). Furthermore, 

individual paths within the model will be 

assessed for significance and strength. 

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

4.1 Sample Characteristics 

The surveyed sample for this study 

comprised 500 farmers, strategically chosen to 

represent diverse agroecological regions 

across Indonesia. This extensive geographical 

coverage is aimed at capturing a 

comprehensive understanding of agricultural 

practices influenced by varied environmental 

conditions. The demographic profile of the 

respondents plays a pivotal role in elucidating 

key factors shaping these practices. 

In terms of age and farming 

experience (4.1.1), the average age of the 

surveyed farmers was 45 years, spanning 

from 25 to 65 years, indicating a broad 

spectrum of experience within the farming 

community. With an average of 12 years of 

farming experience, the respondents 

demonstrated a notable level of expertise. 

Education levels (4.1.2) also emerged as 

influential, with 55% having completed 

secondary education and 30% achieving 

tertiary education levels. This insight into the 

educational background of the respondents 

provides valuable context for understanding 

their potential openness to adopting new 

agricultural techniques. Additionally, 

landholding size (4.1.3) was identified as a 

critical variable, with an average size of 2 

hectares and a range from 0.5 to 5 hectares. 
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This diversity reflects the varied scales of 

agricultural operations within the sample and 

the broader Indonesian landscape. 

To ensure a representative sample, 

the survey covered multiple regions in 

Indonesia, each characterized by unique agro-

climatic conditions (4.1.4). The distribution of 

respondents across five regions—A, B, C, D, 

and E—was carefully structured to capture 

the distinct ecological contexts influencing 

sustainable agricultural practices. This 

regional distribution, with 120 farmers in 

Region A, 100 in Region B, 80 in Region C, 110 

in Region D, and 90 in Region E, enhances the 

robustness of the analysis, allowing for a 

nuanced exploration of the impact of 

sustainable agricultural practices across 

diverse geographical settings. 

4.2 Adoption of Sustainable 

Agricultural Practices 

The analysis of sustainable 

agricultural practices adoption offers valuable 

insights into the prevalence and distribution 

of environmentally conscious farming 

methods among the surveyed farmers in 

Indonesia. Examining the overall adoption 

rates (4.2.1), findings indicate that 45% of 

respondents reported the adoption of organic 

farming practices, 30% engaged in 

agroforestry, 20% practiced crop rotation, and 

15% implemented Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) strategies. These figures 

provide a comprehensive snapshot of the 

extent to which sustainable agricultural 

practices are integrated into the farming 

methods of the surveyed sample. 

Further exploration into regional 

variations (4.2.2) reveals distinctive patterns 

across different regions of Indonesia. For 

instance, in Region A, 50% of farmers adopted 

organic farming, while in Region E, 50% 

engaged in agroforestry. These variations 

underscore the influence of local agro-climatic 

conditions and socio-economic factors on the 

adoption of sustainable agricultural practices. 

Understanding these regional nuances is 

crucial for tailoring interventions and policies 

that address the specific needs of each area. 

The implications for policy and 

education (4.2.3) are evident in the varying 

degrees of adoption observed. Regions with 

lower adoption rates present opportunities 

for targeted interventions, emphasizing the 

importance of policy initiatives and 

educational programs. By addressing these 

regional disparities, there is a potential to 

enhance awareness and provide support for 

farmers transitioning to sustainable 

agricultural methods. These insights not only 

guide policy formulation but also lay the 

foundation for further investigation into the 

impact of sustainable practices on ecosystem 

balance and land productivity, as explored in 

subsequent sections. 

4.3 Impact on Ecosystem Balance 

The application of Structural 

Equation Modeling with Partial Least Squares 

(SEM-PLS) in quantitative analysis has 

illuminated the influence of sustainable 

agricultural practices on key ecosystem 

balance indicators, particularly biodiversity 

and soil health. The SEM-PLS analysis 

revealed statistically significant positive 

associations between sustainable practices 

and biodiversity, with organic farming 

displaying the strongest correlation (Path 

coefficient = 0.40, p < 0.001), closely followed 

by agroforestry and other practices. These 

results emphasize the substantial and positive 

impact of such practices on fostering a more 

balanced and diverse ecosystem. 

Examining their influence on soil 

health, the analysis demonstrated that organic 

farming exhibited the most significant 

positive correlation (Path coefficient = 0.35, p 

< 0.001), reiterating its pivotal role in 

enhancing soil health. Agroforestry also 

contributed positively, albeit to a slightly 

lesser extent. These findings underscore the 

significant contribution of sustainable 

agricultural practices in promoting soil 

health, a crucial component of overall 

ecosystem balance. 

Furthermore, regional variations 

were identified in the study, revealing specific 

patterns in different regions of Indonesia. 

Organic farming consistently exhibited a 

substantial impact on both biodiversity and 

soil health across various regions. 

Agroforestry also showed pronounced 
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positive effects in certain regions, 

emphasizing the context-specific nature of 

sustainable agricultural practices. These 

positive relationships between sustainable 

practices and ecosystem indicators have far-

reaching ecological implications, highlighting 

the potential of organic farming and 

agroforestry to contribute to a more balanced 

and resilient ecosystem in the diverse 

agricultural landscapes of Indonesia. 

4.4 Relationship with Land 

Productivity 

The analysis aimed to uncover the 

link between the adoption of sustainable 

agricultural practices and land productivity, 

with a focus on crop yields as a pivotal 

indicator. The SEM-PLS analysis 

demonstrated statistically significant positive 

relationships between specific sustainable 

practices and crop yields, with organic 

farming displaying the strongest correlation 

(Path coefficient = 0.45, p < 0.001), followed by 

agroforestry and other practices. These results 

indicate that these sustainable practices can 

significantly contribute to increased crop 

yields, highlighting their potential to foster 

higher agricultural outputs. 

Examining regional variations in the 

impact of sustainable practices on crop yields 

revealed distinct patterns in different regions 

of Indonesia. Organic farming consistently 

exhibited a substantial impact on crop yields 

across various regions, while agroforestry 

also demonstrated positive effects in specific 

areas. These regional variations underscore 

the importance of considering local agro-

climatic conditions and socio-economic 

factors when assessing the effectiveness of 

sustainable agricultural practices in 

enhancing land productivity. 

The positive relationships observed 

between sustainable agricultural practices 

and crop yields carry significant implications 

for agricultural productivity in Indonesia. 

Organic farming and agroforestry emerge as 

particularly promising practices for 

improving land productivity, aligning with 

the broader goal of achieving sustainable and 

resilient agricultural systems. These findings 

emphasize the potential of adopting such 

practices to enhance crop yields and 

contribute to the overall sustainability of 

agriculture in the diverse landscapes of 

Indonesia. 

4.5 Implications for Sustainable 

Agriculture in Indonesia 

The findings underscore the 

importance of organic farming and 

agroforestry in promoting both ecosystem 

balance and land productivity. Policymakers 

should consider targeted interventions and 

incentives to encourage the widespread 

adoption of these sustainable practices. 

Additionally, tailored extension services and 

farmer education programs can enhance 

awareness and facilitate the successful 

implementation of these practices. 

4.6 Limitations and Future Research 

Directions 

While the results provide valuable 

insights, certain limitations should be 

acknowledged. The cross-sectional nature of 

the study limits the ability to establish 

causation, and longitudinal studies could 

provide a more nuanced understanding of the 

dynamics between sustainable practices, 

ecosystem balance, and land productivity. 

Future research might also explore the socio-

economic factors influencing adoption rates 

and effectiveness in greater detail. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this research provides 

a holistic understanding of the relationship 

between sustainable agricultural practices, 

ecosystem balance, and land productivity in 

Indonesia. The study reveals that organic 

farming and agroforestry exhibit substantial 

positive impacts on biodiversity, soil health, 

and crop yields. Regional variations 

emphasize the need for tailored interventions 

and policies considering diverse agro-climatic 

conditions. These findings offer valuable 

insights for policymakers, agricultural 

extension services, and farmers, pointing 

towards the promotion of organic farming 

and agroforestry as key strategies for 

achieving sustainable and resilient 

agricultural systems. As Indonesia navigates 

the challenges of food security and 
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environmental conservation, the evidence 

presented here contributes to the ongoing 

discourse on sustainable agriculture, guiding 

future endeavors towards a harmonious 

balance between agricultural productivity 

and ecological health. 
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