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ABSTRACT 

General elections are a form of channeling people's sovereignty to produce a democratic government. Every 

democratic country wants to create inclusive elections. In the implementation of elections, the participation of 

the entire community is one of the main factors in the success of inclusive elections. Therefore, the participation 

of persons with disabilities as vulnerable groups in the implementation of elections is a crucial issue that needs 

attention. The limitations that persons with disabilities have often result in problems in fulfilling their rights 

in the implementation of elections. Therefore, regulations are needed so that the distribution of the rights of 

persons with disabilities in elections can be realized. This research uses a literature approach. This research 

aims to present the complexity of persons with disabilities in the implementation of elections so that it is 

expected to contribute to the benchmark for inclusive elections. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Democracy can be interpreted as a form of political system in a country and is the political 

culture of a nation [1]. Where democracy is applied almost all over the world as a general concept 

that prioritizes the fulfillment of people's political rights [2]. On the other hand, democracy is also a 

form of government that is organized based on the principles of popular sovereignty, political 

equality, and dialogue with society [3]. 

Democracy was originally an idea that described power as coming from the people, by the 

people, and for the people [4]. Democracy is a vital organ in a country that adheres to a democratic 

system. Where the position of government is linked between the distribution of state power obtained 

from the people and must also be used for the prosperity and welfare of the people themselves [5]. 

So the center of a democratic state is community participation in all aspects of government as a form 

of popular sovereignty [6]. 

Democracy has a goal and orientation towards the interests of the entire community, not 

certain groups or groups of people [7]. Where democracy that upholds the sovereignty of the people 

has several advantages, including 1) guaranteed standards of human rights for citizens; 2) The 

certainty of individual freedom for every citizen; 3) Assisting the community in protecting their 

interests; 4) Certainty and protection in exercising their rights and obligations as citizens; and 5) 

Ensuring the overall development of humanity [8]. With guarantees for citizens, a democratic state 

can be realized. 

Democracy is a country that adheres to a system of government with popular sovereignty 

as its main principle [5]. The main characteristic of a democratic country is the participation and 

involvement of the community in government [6]. Therefore, one of the manifestations of democracy 

is through the holding of general elections. 

Elections are interpreted as efforts and procedures in realizing democracy. Where elections 

and democracy can be interpreted as "qonditio sine qua non", the no one can not exist without the 

others [2]. On the other hand, one of the pillars of democracy is the mechanism for expressing 
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opinions and sovereignty of the people periodically through elections, where elections are a means 

and an effort to equalize the basic rights of citizens [9]. Therefore, the implementation of elections is 

a concrete manifestation of the distribution of citizens' rights and also the realization of popular 

sovereignty. 

Elections are a representation of the concept of democracy, which guarantees popular 

sovereignty, equality in all fields, freedom of opinion, and justice that must be implemented by the 

state [10]. The implementation of elections requires principles that uphold it, and are in line with the 

prevailing democratic system [11]. 

In the implementation of elections, every democratic country expects the realization of 

inclusive elections. Where inclusive elections involve the participation of citizens who have the right 

to participate in elections [12]. The inclusive election itself is carried out with the principles of direct, 

general, free, and secret, as well as honest and fair [13]. The realization of this principle is a factor 

that leads to inclusive elections. Inclusive elections are interpreted as a forum for community 

participation to give their sovereignty and/or their choice as the determinant of the country's future 

[14]. Community participation in the implementation of elections is a major factor in the success of 

the election itself. Where public participation in elections is used as a benchmark for evaluation and 

control of the government [15]. Therefore, it is necessary to guarantee the participation of vulnerable 

groups in the implementation of elections. 

Vulnerable groups are those who experience obstacles or limitations in living or enjoying a 

decent standard of living [16]. In the context of elections, vulnerable groups include women, the 

elderly, indigenous peoples, marginalized communities, and people with disabilities [17]. These 

vulnerable groups are entitled to special treatment or protection to be able to participate, especially 

in elections. 

One of the vulnerable groups that need attention is people with disabilities. Where the 

involvement of persons with disabilities in politics is also an indicator that the implementation of 

elections has upheld the principle of inclusiveness, which has provided opportunities for all voters 

to exercise their voting rights without any religious, gender, or physical condition barriers [18]. 

However, people with disabilities still receive discriminatory treatment or neglect of their rights and 

participation in elections [19]. On the other hand, the limitations of persons with disabilities often 

cause problems in fulfilling their participation in elections [20]. That way, special attention is needed 

for people with disabilities so that they can participate or channel their rights in the implementation 

of elections, to create inclusive elections. 

METHODS 

In this study, we used a qualitative method and/or literature study. Where qualitative 

research has the aim of 1) Describing the object of research. Describing this research object can be 

done through photographs, narrating, and so on; and 2) Explaining the phenomena that occur. The 

phenomena that occur in the field are not the same as what is the goal or the core of the problem, in 

other words, what appears may be different from the main purpose, so a more detailed, detailed, 

and systematic explanation is needed [21]. 

The data used in this research uses secondary data through literature studies with previous 

studies, or laws governing persons with disabilities. Technical data analysis in this research uses 

steps such as: 1) collecting and determining data sources; 2) the collected data is presented in one 

folder; 3) normalizing data to equalize data into the same format, so that they can be compatible with 

each other; and 4) analyzing data by considering, mapping, and reviewing existing data. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

People with Disabilities 

A person with a disability can be defined as someone who suffers from something that limits 

and/or damages a person's mental and physical abilities. Persons with disabilities are those who 

have mental, physical, sensory, and/or intellectual limitations for a long period. The limitations they 

have hampered their activities in the social environment. 

Referring to Law Number 8 of 2016 concerning Persons with Disabilities explains that: 

1. 'Persons with Mental Disabilities' are those who have impairments in the 

functions of thought, emotion, and behavior. 

2. 'Persons with Physical Disabilities' are those who have impaired movement 

function, whether it is caused by amputation, paralysis or stiffness, paraplegia, 

due to stroke, or celebral palsy (CP) due to leprosy, and small people. 

3. 'Persons with Sensory Disabilities' are those who have impairments in one of the 

five senses, be it visual disability (impaired vision/eye function), hearing 

disability (impaired hearing/ear function), and/or speech disability (impaired 

speech function). 

4. 'Persons with Intellectual Disabilities' are those who have impairments in the 

functioning of the mind that results from below-average intelligence levels, 

including mental disabilities, Down syndrome, and slow learning. 

The limitations experienced by people with disabilities prevent them from contributing and 

joining in various activities carried out in the social environment [22]. On the other hand, in the 

external environment, there is still a lack and low level of understanding and handling of people 

with disabilities, stigma, and also isolation experienced by people with disabilities [23]. With these 

problems experienced, not a few of them receive various forms of discrimination in the surrounding 

environment. 

At the same time, a report issued by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2021 noted 

that around 1.3 billion people in the world have disabilities [24]. With this high number, special 

attention is needed in fulfilling the rights of persons with disabilities in various fields. 

Complexities of Disability in Elections 

The participation of persons with disabilities in elections is a key indicator of the success of 

inclusive elections. Inclusive elections involve the participation of all citizens who have the right to 

vote in elections, including persons with disabilities. However, the limitations they have often hinder 

people with disabilities in channeling their rights, including in the implementation of elections. 

There are several complexities experienced and/or faced by persons with disabilities in 

exercising their voting rights as citizens in the implementation of elections, as follows: 

Table 1. Complexities of Disability in Elections 

No Author Complexity  

1 Hilmi Ardian Nasution & 

Marwandianto [25] 

• The political rights of persons with 

disabilities are still neglected; 

• Persons with disabilities who are not 

registered as voters; 
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• Announcements or socialization of election 

stages that are not disability-friendly / deaf 

and blind people 

• Polling station locations that are not 

accessible for wheelchair users 

2 Honorata Ratnawati Dwi Putranti, 

Charis Cristiani, Emeliana Sri 

Pudjiarti [26] 

• Socialization that has not reached all voters 

with disabilities; 

• Lack of disability-specific assistance at 

polling stations; 

• Officers who are not disability-friendly, do 

not provide briefings to voters with 

disabilities. 

3 Viera Mayasari Sri Rengganis, 

Hadi Ismail Sidiki, Fajar Saputra, 

Winengku Damarjati [18] 

• Invalid Permanent Voter List of voters with 

disabilities; 

• Lack of understanding of voters with 

disabilities regarding voting procedures; 

• Lack of understanding of the Voting 

Organizing Group regarding disability and 

disability policies; 

• Lack of electoral socialization process for 

persons with disabilities who are not 

members of organizations; 

• Voters with disabilities who lack political 

education; 

• Inadequate facilities and infrastructure for 

the implementation of elections 

4 Asrorul Mais, Lailil Aflahkul 

Yaum [27] 

• Persons with disabilities have not received 

the right to opportunities and treatment in 

politics; 

• There is still neglect of the right to be 

registered as voter; 

• Accessibility at polling stations that are still 

less disability-friendly; 

• Lack of information about elections; 

• There is still neglect of the right to take part 

in the elections. 
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5 Viera Mayasari Sri Rengganis [28] • The lack of participation of persons with 

disabilities is due to their low level of political 

education; 

• Trauma and/or fear in persons with 

disabilities to participate in politics. 

6 Afriliya Sabatini [29] • The political rights of voters with disabilities 

are still undermined; 

• Low awareness and knowledge of political 

literacy, both regarding the system, stages 

and mechanisms of elections, making the 

voting rights of voters with disabilities 

vulnerable to manipulation. 

7 Agus Dedi, U. Runalan Soedarmo 

[30] 

• Voters with disabilities still do not get the 

same rights, treatment, position and role as 

voters; 

• Voters with disabilities do not exercise their 

right to vote, due to lack of confidence so that 

there is no courage to go to the polling 

station; 

• There is a bad assumption or stigma about 

people with disabilities; 

• Low education or political literacy of persons 

with disabilities; 

• Inadequate facilities and infrastructure for 

voters with disabilities. 

8 Liza Noviani, Subhilhar, 

Muryanto Amin [14] 

• Uneven socialization of elections for persons 

with disabilities; 

• Electoral socialization is only carried out for 

persons with disabilities who are members / 

active in a community or organization, while 

those who are not members do not get an 

invitation to participate in the socialization of 

elections. 

9 Nurbeti, Helmi Chandra [31] • There are many views and assumptions 

about people with disabilities as disabled and 

weak, which negates the ability and integrity 
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of people with disabilities to be involved in 

elections; 

• Election organizers who have difficulty 

delivering socialization materials to persons 

with disabilities; 

• Limited access to information; 

• Unavailability of some technical instruments; 

• The view of the general public 

underestimates the dignity of persons with 

disabilities as voters. 

10 Umi Qodarsasi [32] • Lack of access to parliament and information 

on political issues, inadequate support, 

prevailing stereotypes about people with 

disabilities; 

• Some disabling conditions that do not allow 

voters with disabilities to travel to polling 

stations; 

• There are still people with disabilities who 

are not registered as voters; 

The complexities mentioned in table 1, show that there are many challenges and/or 

complexities faced by persons with disabilities in fulfilling their voting rights in elections, The data 

found that the complexity of fulfilling the rights of persons with disabilities in the implementation 

of elections, which still occurs a lot, is accessibility for persons with disabilities, the number of 

persons with disabilities who are not registered as voters, socialization that is less inclusive and 

equitable, and the negative stigma of the community towards persons with disabilities, which results 

in voters with disabilities not channeling their votes in the implementation of elections. 

 Some of the complexities include the accessibility of facilities such as access to polling 

locations that are not disability-friendly, for example, polling locations that are uphill and or through 

stairs will be difficult to pass by persons with physical disabilities who use mobility aids such as 

wheelchairs and walking sticks. 

As well as the accessibility of information for voters. The limitations of people with 

disabilities often make it difficult for them to receive information. As is the case with people with 

sensory disabilities, namely hearing-impaired people who find it difficult to receive audio 

information, translator aids such as sign language are needed. Then the visually impaired have 

difficulty in seeing or reading the information they receive, so they need audio or voice translators 

who can convey the election information. 
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CONCLUSION 

The participation of the whole community in elections is an indicator of the success of 

inclusive elections, including the participation of persons with disabilities. However, people with 

disabilities still experience difficulties or complexities that hinder them from exercising their right to 

vote and even the right to be elected as election participants. 

The limitations that persons with disabilities have require the government to be able to 

provide solutions to the problems faced in channeling their voting rights. Where people with 

disabilities who are integral citizens, have the same rights and obligations and are protected by law 

and/or legislation. Thus, guaranteed participation, accessibility, and protection in the 

implementation of elections is a right owned by persons with disabilities that must be realized by 

the government. 

And the government, through election organizers, needs to be able to increase the 

participation of voters with disabilities in elections by providing political literacy through electoral 

socialization. It is expected that socialization has considered the accessibility of facilities, 

infrastructure, or information for people with disabilities so that people with disabilities can easily 

access it. Special education for the public about people with disabilities is also needed to increase 

awareness of people with disabilities so that there is no longer a stigma or bad view of people with 

disabilities. That way, the hope of realizing inclusive elections can be realized. 
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