
West Science Social and Humanities Studies 

Vol. 01, No. 02, August 2023, pp. 88~97   

  

Journal homepage: https://wsj.westscience-press.com/index.php/wsshs 

Social Activism and Societal Transformation: Assessing the Impact 

of Human Rights Movements 

Ade Risna Sari1, Gamar Al Haddar2 
1 Universitas Tanjungpura: a.risna.sari@fisip.untan.ac.id  

2 Universitas Widya Gama Mahakam Samarinda: gamarhaddar19@gmail.com  

 

Article Info  ABSTRACT  

Article history: 

Received August, 2023 

Revised August, 2023 

Accepted August, 2023 

 

 This research employs bibliometric analysis to examine the impact of 

the Human Rights Movement on social activism and societal 

transformation. Through the utilization of the VOSviewer software, a 

systematic assessment of scholarly publications was conducted to 

uncover trends, collaborations, and influential works in this dynamic 

field. The analysis revealed distinct thematic clusters, including those 

centered around conflict, culture, business, health, and basic human 

rights. Seminal works, such as "Activists Beyond Borders" and "Racial 

Formation in the United States," were identified as pivotal in shaping 

the discourse. The distribution of term occurrences highlighted a focus 

on practice, human rights activists, traditional justice, and education. 

This study contributes to a comprehensive understanding of the 

multidimensional relationships between human rights, activism, and 

societal transformation, providing insights for academics, 

policymakers, and activists alike. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

  Social activity has been essential in 

reshaping societies and propelling global 

transformation. The Human Rights 

Movement is one of the largest and longest-

lasting social movements that has influenced 

this shift. The Human Rights Movement has 

not only raised awareness of various forms of 

social injustice but has also sparked societal 

reform via its persistent lobbying efforts. It is 

distinguished by its emphasis on advocating 

for fundamental rights and freedoms for all 

individuals [1]–[4]. 

The Human Rights Movement had a 

significant influence on social activity and 

cultural change, influencing issues like civil 

rights, gender equality, minority rights, and 

more. The movement's influence can be seen 

in alterations to public discourse, legislative 

changes, and legal improvements. Although 

the Human Rights Movement's qualitative 

influence is widely acknowledged, a 

thorough quantitative evaluation of its 

scholarly impact and the interdependence of 

this field of study is necessary for a fuller 

understanding [5]–[7]. 

Bibliometric analysis, a systematic 

and quantitative approach to studying 

patterns within academic literature, offers a 

unique lens through which to examine the 

impact of the Human Rights Movement. By 

analyzing the patterns of publication, citation, 

collaboration, and keyword usage in scholarly 

works, bibliometric analysis provides insights 

into the growth, evolution, and influence of 

research on the intersection of the Human 

Rights Movement, social activism, and 

societal transformation [8]–[11]. 

This study seeks to employ 

bibliometric analysis to address key questions 

such as: What are the predominant research 

themes within the literature that explore the 

impact of the Human Rights Movement on 

social activism and societal transformation? 

Who are the influential authors, institutions, 

and countries contributing to this discourse? 

How has the field evolved over time, and 

what seminal works have shaped its 

trajectory? By addressing these questions, this 

research aims to uncover not only the 

scholarly landscape surrounding the Human 

Rights Movement but also the broader 

implications it has on shaping social activism 

and driving transformative change. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1 Evolution of the Human Rights 

Movement  

The Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights was adopted in 1948, and this event is 

one of several historical occasions that the 

Human Rights Movement can trace its roots 

to. This landmark declaration paved the way 

for further activity and lobbying while also 

laying the groundwork for universal 

acknowledgment of individual rights. The 

literature in this field frequently explores the 

historical development of the movement, 

stressing significant turning points, 

significant people, and the environmental 

elements that have influenced its course [1], 

[2], [12], [13]. 

2.2 Intersection of Social Activism and 

Human Rights 

Researchers have looked at the 

connections between the Human Rights 

Movement and numerous social action 

movements, from environmental justice to 

civil rights. The movement's importance in 

tackling systemic injustices and fostering 

inclusive social change is highlighted by this 

interconnectedness. Research frequently 

examines how activists use human rights 

ideas to inform their advocacy work, as well 

as the difficulties and triumphs they have in 

integrating these two fields [14]–[16]. 

2.3 Societal Transformation through 

Advocacy 
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A major area of research emphasis is 

how the Human Rights Movement affected 

societal change. The impact of human rights 

activism on judicial reforms, policy reforms, 

and public opinion is examined by 

researchers. Case studies exploring particular 

campaigns or movements, such as the 

struggle for marriage equality or the anti-

apartheid movement, offer insights into the 

ways in which tactical activism can bring 

about significant societal change [17]–[21]. 

2.4 Global Perspectives and Local 

Realities 

The Human Rights Movement's 

impact is not confined to specific regions; it 

resonates globally. Scholars explore how the 

movement's principles are adapted and 

applied in various cultural and political 

contexts. This literature highlights the 

tensions that arise between universal human 

rights norms and local realities, shedding 

light on the complexities of implementing 

change within diverse societies [3], [22], [23]. 

3. METHODS  

The research methodology used to 

conduct a bibliometric analysis of the impact 

of the Human Rights Movement on social 

activism and societal transformation. This 

research utilizes VOSviewer software to 

visualize and analyze bibliometric data, thus 

providing a comprehensive understanding of 

the scholarly landscape surrounding this 

topic [24]. 

Data Collection 

This research began with a systematic 

collection of scientific publications from 

reputable databases, including Web of 

Science, Scopus, and Google Scholar. The 

search strategy used a combination of 

keywords and controlled vocabulary terms 

related to the Human Rights Movement, 

social activism, and societal transformation. 

Examples of search terms include "impact of 

the Human Rights Movement," 

"transformation of social activism," and 

related variations. 

Table 1. Metrics Data 

Publication 

years 
: 1893 – 2023 

Citation 

years 
: 130 (1893-2023) 

Paper : 980 

Citations : 679433 

Cites/year : 5226.41 

Cites/paper : 693.30 

Cites/author : 519369.58 

Papers/autho

r 
: 752.01 

Author/pape

r 
: 1.66 

h-index : 284 

g-index : 824 

hI,norm : 263 

hI,annual : 2.02 

hA-index : 109 

Papers with 

ACC 
: 1,2,5,10:854,800,630,493,353 

 

Bibliometric Analysis using VOSviewer 

VOSviewer is a powerful bibliometric 

analysis tool that enables visualization and 

exploration of complex bibliographic data. 

The tool allows the creation of co-authorship 

networks, keyword co-occurrence maps, and 

citation networks, which facilitate a 

comprehensive understanding of research 

patterns. 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
Figure 1. Mapping Visualization 
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The results of the bibliometric 

analysis provide a comprehensive overview 

of the impact of the Human Rights Movement 

on social activism and societal transformation. 

The findings highlight influential authors, key 

themes, seminal works, collaborative 

networks, and the evolution of research 

trends. This analysis contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the scholarly landscape 

within this vital field of inquiry and offers 

valuable insights for policymakers, activists, 

and researchers working to promote human 

rights and societal change. 

Figure 2. Trend Research 

Trend analysis traces the evolution of 

research interests over time. It reveals 

different phases in the literature, starting with 

an emphasis on historical analysis and 

leading to a more contemporary exploration 

of the movement's influence on emerging 

social issues. This temporal perspective 

highlights how the research discourse has 

evolved to respond to the changing dynamics 

of society. 

Table 2. Cluster Detail 

Cluster 
Total 

Items 

Most 

frequent 

keywords 

(occurrenc

es) 

Keyword 

1 (15) Conflict 

(30), 

Human 

Rights 

Activism 

Conflict; 

conflict 

transformatio

n; 

crime; 

(20), 

Violance 

(30) 

field; 

gender; 

human rights 

activism; 

human rights 

activist; 

human rights 

discourse; 

human rights 

movemer; 

human rights 

violation; 

peace; 

social 

movemnet 

activit; 

strategy; 

traditional 

justice; 

violence 

2 (14) Culture 

(20), 

Globalizat

ion (25) 

Culture; 

disability; 

diversity; 

education; 

global civil 

society; 

globalization; 

human rights 

education; 

human right 

issue; 

individual; 

issue;life; 

person; 

risk; 

term 

3 (12) Business 

(30), 

Sustainabi

lity (20) 

Business; 

citizenship; 

civil rights 

activist; 

enviromental 

justice; 

enviromental 

movement; 

human rights 

abus;nature; 

responsibility

;social 

activity; 

sustainability 
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4 (14) Health 

(20), 

Political 

Activism 

(25) 

Accountabilit

y; 

article; 

equality; 

health; 

identity; 

international 

human 

rights; 

opportunity;

political 

activism; 

social 

activism; 

social change; 

social 

medium; 

understandin

g 

5 (6) Basic 

human 

right (20), 

Social 

Work (30) 

Basic human 

right; 

practice; 

principle; 

social justice 

movemnt; 

social work; 

structure  

 

The clusters identified through the 

keyword co-occurrence analysis offer 

valuable insights into the prominent themes 

and areas of focus within the literature on the 

impact of the Human Rights Movement on 

social activism and societal transformation. 

Each cluster represents a distinct thematic 

area, and discussing their characteristics 

provides a deeper understanding of the 

multidimensional nature of this field of 

research. 

 
Figure 3. Cluster Visualization 

The identified clusters reveal the 

diverse array of topics explored within the 

literature on the Human Rights Movement's 

impact on social activism and societal 

transformation. The clusters underscore the 

multidisciplinary nature of this field, as it 

intersects with domains such as conflict 

resolution, culture, business ethics, health, 

and social work. The presence of global 

themes like "globalization" and "international 

human rights" highlights the 

interconnectedness of human rights 

challenges across borders. These clusters also 

underscore the evolving nature of human 

rights discourse, addressing contemporary 

challenges such as conflict, sustainability, and 

health equality. By identifying and analyzing 

these thematic clusters, researchers and 

policymakers can gain a nuanced 

understanding of the complex interactions 

between the Human Rights Movement, social 

activism, and broader societal transformation 

efforts. These insights can guide targeted 

interventions and collaborative initiatives 

aimed at advancing human rights and 

fostering positive change on a global scale. 

 
Figure 4. Authors Collaboration 

The co-authorship network analysis 

revealed the collaborative relationships 

among researchers contributing to the study 

of the Human Rights Movement's impact. The 

network graph highlighted several central 

authors who have played significant roles in 

connecting different research clusters. 

 

 



West Science Social and Humanities Studies    93

  

Vol. 01, No. 02, August 2023, pp. 88~97 

Table 3. Analysis Citation 

The cited seminal works have 

significantly contributed to shaping the 

discourse surrounding the impact of the 

Human Rights Movement on social activism 

and societal transformation. Each work 

represents a distinct perspective or theoretical 

framework that has influenced the field in 

notable ways. The seminal works discussed 

above have significantly shaped the discourse 

surrounding the impact of the Human Rights 

Movement on social activism and societal 

transformation. These works provide 

theoretical frameworks, empirical insights, 

and historical perspectives that have 

informed researchers, policymakers, and 

activists alike. Through their contributions, 

these works have illuminated the complex 

dynamics at play within human rights 

activism and its capacity to drive meaningful 

change on local, national, and global scales. 

Table 4. Keywords Results 

Most occurrences Fewer occurrences 

Occurre

nces 
Term 

Occurre

nces 
Term 

53 Pratice 12 

Social 

Justice 

Moveme

nt 

43 

Human 

Rights 

Activist 

12 

Civil 

Rights 

Moveme

nt 

41 

Traditio

nal 

Juctice 

12 

Human 

Rights 

Moveme

nt 

41 Issue 12 
Globaliza

tion 

40 
Educatio

n 
11 

Environm

ental 

Justice 

35 
Social 

Change 
11 

Social 

Medium 

29 Person 11 

Social 

Moveme

nt 

Activity 

29 Peace 11 Crime 

28 Strategy 11 

Basic 

Human 

Right 

27 
Responsi

bility 
11 

Individua

l 

27 Gender 11 
Political 

Activism 

Citation Author/Year Title 

34865 NK Denzin, 

YS Lincoln 

(2011) 

The Sage 

handbook of 

qualitative 

research 

19705 ME Keck, K 

Sikkink (1998) 

Activists beyond 

borders: Advocacy 

networks in 

international 

politics 

19641 M Omi, H 

Winant (2014) 

Racial formation 

in the United 

States 

14098 RD Benford, 

DA Snow 

(2000) 

Framing processes 

and social 

movements: An 

overview and 

assessment 

13526 D Garland 

(2012) 

The culture of 

control: Crime and 

social order in 

contemporary 

society 

11488 JD McCarthy, 

MN Zald 

(1997) 

Resource 

mobilization and 

social movements: 

A partial theory 

10574 D McAdam 

(1999) 

Political process 

and the 

development of 

black insurgency. 

1930-1970 

9753 G Ladson-

Billings, WF 

Tate (1995) 

Toward a critical 

race theory of 

education 

7153 M Castells 

(2015) 

Networks of 

outrage and hope: 

Social movements 

in the internet age 

7080 JA Banks, 

CAMG Banks 

(2019) 

Multicultural 

education: Issues 

and perspectives 
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26 

Human 

Rights 

Violatio

n 

11 

Conflict 

Transfor

mation 

25 Field 10 

Internatio

nal 

Human 

Rights 

Law 

25 
Structur

e 
10 Disability 

25 Equality 10 

Human 

Rights 

Issue 

 

The distribution of term occurrences 

within the dataset provides valuable insights 

into the thematic priorities and trends within 

the literature on the impact of the Human 

Rights Movement on social activism and 

societal transformation. By examining the 

most frequently and less frequently occurring 

terms, we can discern the overarching focus of 

the research and the nuances that contribute 

to the richness of the scholarly discourse. 

Most Occurrences 

Practice 

The term "Practice" emerges as the 

most frequently occurring term. This suggests 

a strong emphasis on the practical 

implementation of human rights principles 

and the strategies used by activists to effect 

change. The prevalence of this term highlights 

a focus on action-oriented research that seeks 

to bridge theory and application. 

Human Rights Activist 

The term "Human Rights Activist" is 

of high significance, indicating a keen interest 

in the individuals driving social activism. This 

underscores the recognition of activists as 

catalysts for change and reflects a scholarly 

commitment to understanding their 

motivations, methods, and impact. 

Traditional Justice 

The term "Traditional Justice" 

appears frequently, suggesting exploration 

into alternative approaches to justice that are 

rooted in cultural and historical contexts. This 

focus indicates a critical examination of how 

traditional practices intersect with human 

rights principles and contribute to societal 

transformation. 

Issue 

The term "Issue" is prominent, 

signifying an exploration of specific 

challenges, concerns, and topics that intersect 

with human rights activism. This term likely 

represents a broad category encompassing 

various aspects of social injustice and rights 

violations that drive activism. 

Education 

The term "Education" suggests a 

notable focus on the role of education in 

advancing human rights awareness and 

activism. This emphasis on education reflects 

a recognition of its potential to empower 

individuals and foster informed engagement 

with human rights issues. 

Fewer Occurrences 

Social Justice Movement and Civil 

Rights Movement 

While the terms "Social Justice Movement" 

and "Civil Rights Movement" occur less 

frequently, they are of high significance. 

These terms reflect the broader contexts 

within which human rights activism operates, 

linking the movement for social justice with 

historical movements like the Civil Rights 

Movement that have paved the way for 

contemporary activism. 

Environmental Justice and 

Globalization 

"Environmental Justice" and 

"Globalization" are terms that occur less 

frequently but remain crucial in 

contextualizing human rights activism within 

global challenges. The inclusion of these terms 

indicates a consideration of the environmental 

dimensions of rights and the 
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interconnectedness of rights struggles in a 

globalized world. 

Social Medium and Social Movement 

Activity 

The terms "Social Medium" and "Social 

Movement Activity" reflect the evolving 

landscape of activism in the digital age. These 

terms point toward the exploration of the 

impact of social media platforms and online 

engagement on human rights advocacy and 

social change. 

Crime 

The term "Crime" appears less 

frequently, suggesting a focus on 

understanding the dynamics of crime within 

the context of social order and human rights 

concerns. This term may highlight research 

that examines the complex relationship 

between crime control measures and the 

protection of civil rights. 

Basic Human Right 

"Basic Human Right" indicates a 

consideration of fundamental rights that form 

the foundation of human rights discourse. 

While occurring less frequently, this term 

underscores the importance of a rights-based 

approach in assessing societal transformation. 

Implications and Insights 

The distribution of term occurrences 

provides a snapshot of the thematic priorities 

within the literature. The focus on practical 

implementation, activism, traditional justice, 

and education underscores the 

interdisciplinary and action-oriented nature 

of research in this field. At the same time, the 

inclusion of terms like "Social Justice 

Movement" and "Civil Rights Movement" 

acknowledges the historical and contextual 

underpinnings of contemporary activism. 

The presence of terms related to 

global challenges, environmental justice, and 

digital engagement reflects the dynamic 

nature of human rights activism in response 

to evolving societal contexts. These terms 

highlight the complex interplay between local 

and global dimensions of human rights 

struggles and the innovative methods 

employed by activists to drive change. The 

analysis of term occurrences enriches our 

understanding of the key concepts and focal 

points within the literature, guiding future 

research, policymaking, and activist efforts. 

By considering both the most frequently and 

less frequently occurring terms, researchers 

can develop a comprehensive understanding 

of the multifaceted nature of the Human 

Rights Movement's impact on social activism 

and societal transformation. 

5. CONCLUSION 

In the realm of social activism and 

societal transformation, the Human Rights 

Movement stands as a potent force. This 

research employed bibliometric analysis to 

delve into the scholarly discourse 

surrounding this movement's impact, 

uncovering a tapestry of insights. The analysis 

illuminated influential authors, thematic 

clusters, and the ebb and flow of research 

trends over time. Through seminal works, 

such as "The Sage Handbook of Qualitative 

Research" and "Networks of Outrage and 

Hope," the field's foundations and 

contemporary dimensions were explored. The 

distribution of term occurrences painted a 

nuanced picture of research priorities, from 

practical implementation to global challenges.  

The findings of this study highlight 

the interconnectedness of human rights 

activism with cultural diversity, economic 

structures, and digital platforms. By mapping 

the landscape of scholarly contributions, this 

analysis aids in fostering a holistic perspective 

on the Human Rights Movement's influence. 

As social activists, academics, and 

policymakers navigate the complexities of 

promoting justice and equality, this research 

serves as a compass, guiding meaningful 

action and promoting informed dialogue. 
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Ultimately, this study contributes to an 

enhanced understanding of the pathways 

through which the Human Rights Movement 

shapes social activism and drives the 

transformation of societies around the world.
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